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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (38)
Cars and Automobiles (cont.): We have been discussing
halachos relevant to cars and traveling. Since the 080 " are
approaching, it is very appropriate to mention certain halachos
relevant to this time-period that pertain to traveling.

The Three Weeks: Music. We do not listen to music during

this 3-week mourning period. A person is permitted to listen to

music when he has no intention to derive pleasure or joy from it.

Therefore, listening to music is permitted in the following cases:

1) While in a waiting room where music can be heard.

2) To help a person’s emotional health by relieving anxiety.

3) To help one exercise when doing so for health purposes.
Regarding our topic we can add two more cases.

4) To stay awake and alert while driving.

5) To keep the children settled while driving. The adults should
not consciously intend to listen for enjoyment.

Safety. One must be extra careful to refrain from even slightly

dangerous activities during the entire three week period.
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Therefore, one should be sure to drive in a way that is safe, as
well as drive at times that are safe to drive. Accordingly, the case
we mentioned previously about listening to music in order to stay
awake and alert while driving, is only for extra alertness.
However, if a person really requires music to stay alert, then it is
clear he should not be driving at all - all year-round - and
especially during the Three Weeks.

The Nine Days. The previous halachos are regarding the entire
period of the three weeks. There are some things to point out
regarding the final nine days, from Rosh Chodesh Av until after
Tisha B’Av. It is permitted to get a car wash during this period,
because the only issue mentioned in halacha that is assur, is
laundering clothing. However, to shampoo the carpet of a car is
considered similar to laundering and is thus forbidden.

Tisha B’Av. Due to the halachos of mourning, we do not sit on
proper chairs till Halachic midday - chatzos. However, if a
person needs to travel before chatzos, he may sit on the car seat,

since that is the only normal way to travel.
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"yepa mean a5 1 NS - ann N5”- The Braisa () says, the wb of ooinn & also prohibits a Yid from giving a » a holding () in the yp
of »'~. The Mishnah (o) brings a mori between - * and »oy 3 regarding what may be sold or rented to ow and clarifies: even when it is
permitted to rent a premises to a »», we may only rent to them a 12 that is used for storage, but not a residential house for living purposes. This is
because we are concemed that the »» will bring in a v"y. This would cause the Yid to be 1y the Wb of, "1 S naym aan Nov. But since it
was not prevalent to bring 'y into a storage house we weren't i on them. "o [ 7] asks: what is the 2 that we rely on mvn yova to rent
homes to o for living purposes? "o brings 75 ©»n 1324 who says the m>en v is p»ma that where it is permitted to sell omna to o, which is
N N, it is A to also rent to them. We see clearly that it is ~mn to rent a n»7 71 to a » in x> yn. He says the reason is, that only
homes we own in »'x are considered "7m»", S0 one can be 72, T2 YN NN AN N But our homes in YN0 yn are not considered "7mm”.

Tosfos says there are many m»wp on this explanation. Firstly, even those that hold »'&a 5 pap P, but in pap w5 yn. Accordingly, this
would resultin a Yid being v to a » because he isn't nap in Y yn but a »»is and this is not 7anon. Tosfos brings the v that also asks: By
the nvwn avn it also says 11", so one should not have to place a mezuzah on a o N2 m1a? The > ultimately says the o that oo
brings from »mbwyy is good, but the reason of the s> isn't because of 7. Tosfos quotes pnox 9N that explains: the issur of an x5 is
referring only to a Sxe» Sw ma that the Yid lives in. Similar to nvwa that is applicable only to the house of a Yid that he lives in (¥11 nan). So, a
rented apartment to a "oy is not included in the Wb of 771 Hx dan N9, The w9 [0 'D] explains: X the wo of annvisonly on a
SN bringing vy into his house. The 127 were v not to rent to a o™y because he might bring 1"y into a Jewish owned home. Therefore, they
were only yizrwa on a n»1 12 where they were yw to bring in myapa vy. But in storehouses where it is not brought in mywaia, they were .
So too, v yava, since o are not 1 to bring in vy, only in times of a N>, itis Ao,

The w0 gives another reason »mino: even though we hold xp N> o, but the obwin v hold it is N> and therefore it is similar to a
7on. This is evident from their law that states, even if the landiords own house falls down and he needs a place for himself, he may not evict a
tenant mid-lease. So, we see that a rental is 7915 nyT, which is NIND YIN2 AN, "9wx MNNN brings pny? 293 09X 1124 who says: If
s0, this works in the reverse direction as well. If a Yid rents from a Goy and the Goy left his 1"y in the apartment, since m~>w is 1onb Nt
and it's considered the Yid’s house, the Yid must remove the 1"y in order not to be oiver ®an N5. The ywx mindn says this is Ny &Y, but

since PNOT MO P, itis Y V. m“N n"n N"n

Lubavitcher Rebbe, R> Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢”’l would say:

“mn DYNNNOY NN - It is interesting to note that the people who Bilaam wanted to curse were those who were unprotected
by the clouds of glory (1250 ), as the Meforshim explain on the posuk, ‘He saw the furthermost part of the people.’ The
clouds of glory protected all the Jewish people except those impure or spiritually blemished. Nevertheless, Hashem’s great
love for the Jews, even these Jews, caused Him to reverse Bilaam’s intention and transform his prophecy into blessings.”

Mazel Tovto the Taub & Kanner

Mishpachos onthe chasunaof

theirchildren, Sarala & Moshe.

Maythe ﬁung couplebezoche
ilda

b b ’
ob ’lYlisro el %g@?n

A Wise Man would say: “He who has health, has hope; and he who has hope, has everything.”
W e You ARE really important to n7aphn
alveod? 39 T . §
s - Building That Relationship Matters!
855.400.5164 / Text 323.376.7607 / kvodshomayim.org

Printed By: Quality Printing
Graphic Copy & Printing
(845)352-8533




027 1870 ... RN NOYA

(-23) . TIOTT3 N IR SMPS EON 1D PN 3PS S5 NS 3 mps s 85 253 6 i os

Balak, King of Moav, sends high-ranking officials to commission Bilaam to curse the Jewish people. Hashem appears
to Bilaam and tells him not to go. Bilaam’s response to Balak’s officials is: “If Balak would give me his household of
silver and gold, I could not transgress the word of Hashem.” Our Sages see in this response the corrupt nature of Bilaam’s
character. R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky z¢”I (Emes L’Yaakov) makes a very interesting observation: “If Balak will give me a
house full of gold and silver, I won’t do it!” What about two houses? What about five houses? For one house? Nu! What is
one house full of gold and silver worth? For that price alone, Bilaam will not consider coming. By specifying that a single
house is the offer he refuses, he implies that if the price were right then maybe there would be what to discuss.

The following story is told about the famous Baron Rothschild, who arrived in a small town early one morning and
asked when they daven the morning prayers. They told him at seven in the morning. He entered the synagogue and saw
that everyone was already present: the rabbi, the chazan, the dayan, the mispallelim, and yet they did not begin to pray.

When he inquired about the delay, it was explained to him that the “Gvir” - the wealthiest man in town, had not yet
arrived, and it was expected that they wait for him each morning. Five minutes passed, then ten minutes, and everyone was
still waiting. Finally, at a quarter past seven, the Gvir arrived with sleepy eyes that he’d just woken up from, walks to his
place at the eastern wall, sits down next to the rabbi, and gives the signal that it is permissible to begin the prayers.

Baron Rothschild was appalled at the audacity of that Gvir. The rabbi of the synagogue has to wait for him? The whole
congregation has to wait for him? What chutzpah! So he has some money - who does he think he is?

When it was time to read from the Torah, the baron asked for an aliyah. He was given one and afterward, they recited a
“Mi Shebeirach” for him. When the gabbai reached the part where people donate to the shul, Baron Rothschild said, “I
am donating the amount of all the wealth of the ‘Gvir’ who sits upfront.” People began to murmur since they did not know
that Baron Rothschild was the man standing one before them. The gabbai yelled, “Meshugener! This Gvir has a fortune!”

But the baron remained steadfast: “I am willing to donate the entire amount of the wealthy man’s estate.”

One of the trustees came over and said, “Sir, please do not joke! If you want to donate to the synagogue, state an
amount! And if you don’t want to donate, no one is forcing you.” The baron answered, “I already said that I want to
donate! And I even stated the amount I want to donate! Tell me how much he is worth and that is what I will give.”

“But do you have that amount to donate?” the trustee asked. “Don’t worry,” he replied, “I have much more than that!”

Only then did the trustee realize that Baron Rothschild was the man he was talking to. Well, he certainly can afford to
pay so he hurried over to the “Gvir” and asked him to specify the amount of his wealth, so that Baron Rothschild would
know how much to give. But the Gvir refused, claiming he did not wish to disclose his private matters in public.

Others tried to convince him. “This money which the baron will donate, will help all the needy in the community! If you
do not disclose the amount of the property you hold, the baron will leave the town, and we will have lost everything.”

The wealthy man remained firm in his refusal. “Impossible! I will not disclose my private matters in public.”

The rabbi, dayan and the entire community went to the house of the Gvir and began to demonstrate, but Baron
Rothschild told them to stop. “There is no need for him to reveal! I can find this out by myself. I will pay an attorney and
an accountant, and they can review the relevant ledgers and accordingly, I will know his capital.”

Well, the baron did as he said. His people checked, rechecked and searched again and again. In the end, it was

determined that the “Gvir” owned almost nothing! He used his reputation as a “wealthy man” to impose his will on the |

community. “Wealth held for its owner to his detriment.” Koheles (5:12) (Rabbi Reuven Karlenstein zt”l - Yechi Reuven)
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Michah HaNavi describes the open miracles that Hashem
performed for Klal Yisroel and says that Hashem will use His
“Hand” to destroy the Jewish enemies: “Your hand shall
prevail over your foes, and all your enemies shall be cut
down!” Why does the Navi refer to Hashem’s “Hand” here
when throughout gantz Tanach it is more common for
Hashem to use His finger when exacting punishment?

The Daas Zekeinim has a long discussion regarding each
of the “Fingers of Hashem” and what the Almighty used and
continues to use each finger for. However, Chazal
(Zevachim) quote the Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer who describes
the five “Fingers” on Hashem’s right hand, as all involved in
the process of redemption and salvation.

A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE WEEKLY
HAFTORAH BY AN UNEQUALED HISTORIAN
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The smallest finger of Hashem was used for this purpose
when He described the construction of Noach’s Ark. The
second finger was used during Yetzias Mitzrayim when
Egyptian sorcerers described the plague of lice as the “finger
of Hashem.” The next finger was used to inscribe the luchos,
"DPION yasxa o MmO, The fourth was used to show
Moshe Rabbeinu the new moon and the fifth finger was used
to show Moshe the Machatzis HaShekel.

Thus, utilizing His fingers to exact judgment or the like
obviously has a tremendous force, but Hashem intends to use
His entire “Hand” when in the future He will wipe out the
descendants of Yishmael and Edom - finally putting an end to
our long exile, speedily and in our days.
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Balak, the King of Moav, hired Bilaam for an exorbitant fee to come and curse the Yidden. The posuk says he went "av",

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

"C, stealthily. Rashi explains that he went “quietly.” The Tzror Hamor explains that Bilaam endeavored to approach the Jewish

Nation unobserved so that he’d be able to catch them off guard and thus be able to harm them. But he failed to realize, and I

a) B8l quote: "Yw» N9YDW KD SN MW ONS ww YT N 89 N, Klal Yisroel at the same time, was oblivious to the dangers lurking
x& | just around the corner. Yet, as the posuk in Tehillim says, "n ©NN WW". Hashem watches over the guileless.

In fact, the Paneach Raza says that the word ™av" is an acronym for "n oNna 9mw". Interestingly, the Tzror Hamor
himself says that the word "av" stands for "IN nmo NY". Meaning, Bilaam wanted to create a 9, a sense of discord, a

& 1ack of unity, amongst the Yidden. He knew that if Klal Yisroel is not united, it’s the ideal time to strike.

How timely is this thought. The perils that the Goyim so quietly formulate to harm us; the underground tunnels, the

; ¥ ambushes, the land mines, would cause indescribable damage, destruction, and pain, if not for our Divine Protector - the
"C, paradigm "onw» mw". In Tehillim it says, "0 IXWON O 9". Why are they praising Hashem? The answer is simple. Only our

enemies know their devious plans for us, and see our Heavenly “Iron Dome” protecting us from their nefarious tactics, of

d| which we are often blissfully oblivious. At the same time, we learn that we mustn’t be a 799 Nv, a nation divided. Rather,

each of us should strive to strengthen ourselves in achdus. And there isn’t a more auspicious time to work on this then now, as

8 Shiva Assar B "Tammugz is the onset of the three weeks, known as ©x00 P2 ».

May Hakadosh Boruch Hu continue showing us his constant and vigilant watch, protecting Acheinu Kol Bnei Yisroel.
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"G | 7om: When R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer z¢t”l arrived in
| Yerushalayim, he visited R* Zelig Reuven Bengis z¢”, the
& Raavad of the Eidah Chareidis, and told over an incredible
L&) story in front of all those present.

“When I first came to yeshivah, I was overtaken by the

:"’C’;‘T" intensity of the learning. Seeing the other bochurim and their

abilities, I also applied myself to learning. Since I possessed

| a very good head, I dedicated days and nights to the study of

Torah and indeed felt satisfaction in my learning. I felt my

"G life changing for the good. One day, though, I noticed that
¥%| everyone was dressed with such dignified attire, while all I

had was ragged, worn-out clothing. I was completely ‘out of

»“ style.” Humiliated and ashamed, I decided that I could not
.& | return to the Beis Medrash. Sooner than later, I'd be the

decided to take the easy way out and just leave yeshivah.

However, as I was making my way out, a boy approached
me and commented that the Rosh Yeshivah was very
impressed with my learning. ‘It’s not easy to impress the
Rosh Yeshivah,” this boy said to me, ‘but after talking in
learning with you, the Rosh Yeshivah has even recommended
that other boys should come over and talk to you in learning.’
Hearing that changed my perspective. If the other boys
admired me, despite my shabby appearance, then I realized
that I had nothing to be ashamed about.”

With tears rolling down his face, R’ Isser Zalman turned to
R’ Bengis and exclaimed, “You were the boy who delivered
those impactful words to me!”

Yom3: The power of words is very much the topic of Parshas

Balak. For better or worse, words are very powerful. They
can make or break an individual, an entire group of people or
even an entire community. How careful must we be...

"C, talk-of-the-town. Instead of standing up to the challenge, 1
\':'A,‘ DR SN2 ¥39 PN 20 :P}“ nEy Mab
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GOLDEN NUGGETS ON THE PARSHA WITH A
FOCUS ON LESSONS HOW TO SERVE HASHEM
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD
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Bilaam was tasked with cursing Klal Yisroel but instead, he heaped praise and blessing on them. Rashi explains: “There is

N no calculation of the mitzvos which they can fulfill with dust, [for example] not to plow with an ox and donkey together, not to
o | plant with mixed seeds, etc.” The reason Bilaam highlighted these mitzvos is because when the Meraglim returned from their

5 | expedition, they said "yIN2 A¥»H DYN NI DIN' - “But the people that dwell in the land.” The Gemara (Shabbos 85a) explains
¥¥%| that when the Torah describes the people of Se’ir as "\ WM 22", it means that they understood agriculture very well thereby
© | making them successful farmers. Using this idea, the Shem M’Shmuel reveals the Meraglim’s message. Indeed, they said, the
»“ s%] land has beautiful fruit, but this is only because "yn »awy", professional agronomists live there and cultivate the land.

R’ Shlomo Gantzfried z¢”’I, in his Sefer Apiryon furthers this idea to our parsha. Balak claimed that Klal Yisroel are oy"

s e Ny», uneducated and simple-minded. In his opinion they did not possess the expertise to successfully build and

establish Eretz Yisroel as a prosperous land. Bilaam retorted, “Do you think their success is grounded in their handiwork and

| rt, skill? Their success lies solely in the mitzvos they do! Their Parnassa comes because of the Avodas Hashem involved!” Bilaam
w& _ | proved his point by stressing the amount of mitzvos involved while working the fields, the primary source of income at that time.

A story is told of a chasid who did a wonderful favor for the holy Chozeh of Lublin z¢”I. In a show of gratitude, the Chozeh

,“ ‘"'”,\,, offered the man a blessing with a choice: Either to sit next to him eternally in Gan Eden, or to acquire immense wealth in this
S | world. The man chose the latter and the Chozeh happily blessed him. The Chassidim there wondered why the Rebbe had
X:5] agreed to the man’s seemingly short-sighted decision. He explained, “This man is righteous and I know he will use his money

to support those in need. In this way he will rightfully earn his place next to me in the World to Come!”




