
cvzu ;xf u,hc tkn ekc hk i,h ot ekc hscg kt rnthu ogkc ighu
 /// vkusd ut vbye ,uagk hekt wv hp ,t rcgk kfut tk(jh-cf)
,nhhe,n u,nfj uhagnn vcurn u,nfja kf -

     n'uh,ushn lfzku kungk ostv ,cuj vnf sg ubt ohsnk gar u,ut ka uhagn
,,hntcu ,ugr ,ushnv ,ubdc uh,ughsh kg lunxh tku 'utrucc vbuntv ahravku
kf '(y-d ,uct) k"zfj rntnfu 'iuhxb ,gac ostk uk sungh tk vz kf hf 'vbuntv
rntu ,uarupn vsuv gar u,ut /,nhhe,n u,nfj iht uhagnn vcurn u,nfja
rjt ifu 'ubumrk vz ihtaf wv hp ,t rucgk kufh ubhtu u,uarc uhp ihta 'ekc hscgk
kufhv v,g lhkt h,tc vbv 'rntu vsuv 'hkt ,fkv tk vnk ekc uktaaf utuc
kgu 'f"gc h"g ktrah ufrc,ba ogp kfc iuhzc kjba rjt vhv ifu 'vnutn rcs kfut
hf vhv z"fu 'okkek vbuuf og ekc kt tuckn unmg ,t gbn tk ubuhxbu uh,ughsh ;t
/iuhxb ,gc uh,ughsh uk v,kg tk ifku ',wwhavc vbuntv okugn ahrav tk gar u,ut
v,reugu jur vtc ezujc uckc vbuntv ahran ubhtafa t"utfc tuv rcs u,utu      
unfu /,nhhe,n vbhta vnfj rsdc tkt vz iht hf 'vc sungk kufh ubhtu iuhxb ,gc
vezj u,bunt iht hf 'u,xbrp jpen tuvs itna uk vnsbaf sjpbu agrb vagb if
tuv,wwhava tuv gsuh vghshca ;tu 'ostv ,t xbrpnu iza vz tuvu ',wwhavnkfva
vtrnka ost hbc kg ,unurg, tkn ,uhvk uk orudu ',h,hnt vrfv vz iht xbrpnv

/,rjt vz kfk u,ahd v,hv vezj u,bunt v,hv ukhtu 'u,ut ohehmn ov hbumhjv
 irnu    ggggwwwwwwwwhhhhzzzz    ccccuuuuyyyy    ooooaaaa    kkkkggggccccvvvvukcea ohabt wck kan hp kg vbunt ka uz vsueb rhsdv 

cmh,vk ovhkga o,ut ohghsun ucu 'ypanv ,hcn jkaba ,rdht rtus hcv jhkan
ovhagn kg oa ubush ota ohgsuhu 'uaga kuug hagn kg ubush ztu 'ypanv ,hcc

  

utc lk trek ot uk rnthu vkhk ogkc kt ohekt tchu
lhkt rcst rat rcsv ,t ltu o,t lk oue ohabtv

  /// vag, u,ut(f-cf),"hav sdbf ofj,vk - 
    lkkf ,t kkek aehcogkca ogp kfca 'tkpb rcs ohtur 'varpv kf lrut

vkhn rcsk u,kfhc vhv tku 'u,rhjc ubnn ekhx ucuyu usxj curc ,"hav 'ktrah
rcst rat rcsv" :lkva osue 'vkhj,n ,"hav uk rnta vn uvzu /vkke ka ,jt
vgav iuufk gsh vhv ogkca (/s z"g) k"zj hrcsc rtucnu/ "vag, u,ut lhkt
kufh vhv vz h"gu 'vkke rnuk u,kfhc vhv vga v,utcu 'ouh kfc xguf ,"hava
kkfk vkusd vgr ourdk lht gsh ogkca odvu /u"j u,kkec vkusd vgr kugpk
tk n"n 'ktrah kkfk vkusd vgr kugpk u,kfh hpf ks,avu 'okkek vmru 'ktrah
ihbgc tkpb sunhk uvz /,uagk v"cev ujhbv tk rat rcs ,uagk u,kfhc vhv
ot ukhptu ',"hav ,rhzdc ubht rat rcs ost vagha kkf if,h tks ',"hav ,jdav
lhrma vn ,uagk u,kufhc aha cauj odu 'u,uks,avc jhkmha iputv ostv gsuh
lhha tks /jhkmha if,h tk 'jhkmha ,"hav ka ubumrc ubht ot n"n 'jhkmvk
ot 'rcs vzht kugpk ujf kfc ostv ks,ah ot ukhptu /,"hav sdbf ofj,vk

/ypanv ,hcc iuhsv kyck rcsc uks,avu uxhb ifku 'runj abugk ov ohhupm
'vzku vzk sjanu vbup tuv oau 'ypanv ,hc hshepc huk, rcsva gsuh ofjv
jhkaa uk vnsbu ihcn ubht khxfv f"tan 'uka eh,v ,t rudxk jhkmna sg
,t kyck uhbpk ibj,nu uhkt vbupu vzk orudv tuv uz vgsun rxunv rtus hcv

/ypanv ,hcc vzv iuhsv
hnu hn yhcn ubht 'veumn vzht uhkg tcaf ofjv hf 'uhktn icun kanbvu    
tkt obhtu ',wwhav hjhka er vnva tuv gsuh hf 'u,eumnk ohnrudv ov
usutnu uapb kfc uhkt cau unmgc ,wwhav kt vbup ifku 'rtus hcv hjhkaf
'u,cua, kcenu 'u,egm kt gnua ,wwhav ztu 'uh,ueumn kyck uhbpk ibj,nu
ohnrudv kt uh,ueumn kf vku, 'khxfv if ihta vn 'uh,urm kfn ughaunu
tkuk hf gsuh ubht lt 'uehmvk ,kufhv ,t ovn gubnk ks,anu 'ihgk ohtrbv
ova vn kfa gsuh ubhtu 'kkf uehmvku uk grvk ohkufh obht ,wwhav iumr
u,ut unf ehrk tuv u,uks,ava icunfu ',wwhav smn tkt ubht ohaug

/ypanv ,hc um kyck 'rtus hcv jhka kmt ks,anv
kg (ck 'cf) ogkck igy ltknva varpv lanvc od ,utrk ohkufh ubt vzu     
h,gsh tk hf h,tyj (sk'cf) ogkc uk vbgu 'ohkdr auka vz lbu,t ,t ,hfv vn
vagh vn hfu 'ltknv ,bgyk rap iht vrutfku /lrsc h,trek cmb v,t hf
rahhk hsf u,ufvk uk vhva htsu 'lknv lrsc lkuv ubht ubu,ta vturaf
uk vhv hf 'hutrf vag tka ihcv ogkc oda ohtur vagnk lt 'uh,ujrut
hbpn vz hkutu 'ouaka kun,f lkuv ubu,t ihta abgb vnku vn kg ibuc,vk
tka vnu ',wwhavjfu iumr hkcn vagb tk rcs oua hf ',wwhav sdb lrsv yrha
vfzb ',wwhavc vbuntv ahraba ,ufzca wv ruzgh /tyjk uk ;rymb lfc ibuc,v

/u"j uregk ohtcv okugv ,ujur kf hbpc sungk
/,"hav ka ubumr sdb oukf kugpk lhha tks jhkmh tk jhkmha ,"hav ,rhzdc ubht 

hca reun ;xuh" :(:yhe ,ca) wndv k"zu /vz suxh ubskna tkpb vagn k"zjtu    
vhk hrnt /tcuy vhxfb hahpb vuvs vh,uccac hud tuvv vuv '[,u,ca scfn :h"ar]
uvkufk uvbhbcz kzt /uvk khft hca reun ;xuh - hxfb uvkuf :[ohcfufc ohzuj] htskf
,umcanc umcau sck ka gcuf uk vag] vhbhhxc vc,ut 't,hbdrn uvc icz 'hxfhb
vhjrpt - trcn rcg tes hsvc /[ovng uz ,t gceu ',uhkdrn uc gceu 'cvz ka
itn :hrnt /t,ca hkgns thbpt vu,hht 'vuext /truuf vhgkc 'thnc vhhsa 'tehz
vuhynt /ihczs khdrs hca reun ;xuh hcdk vuhynt ukhz :uvk hrnt ?t,av hf ihcz
'"tcvss hrbhss t,hkhg rxhk,c vhbcz /t,hbdrn vhc jfat vhgre 'vhbcz 'vhkvhb
sdbf ofj,vk aehc ',ca reun ;xuhk lkh uhxfb kfa ,ukznc vtra aht lv /f"g
tcrstu 'uhkt uhxfb lkh tka jhkmvk hsf vkusd ,uks,av vagu ',"hav ka ubumr
jhkmvk lhha tks ibhzj /uhkt uhfxb kf lkha vchxv omg vhvha ord u,uks,av kf
ost ohngpku /okugca ,uks,av kf og ,"hav ,rhzdc ubht rat rcs oua kugpk

v ogyvu /rhag ubht ihhsgu 'ujuf kfc ks,anu 'rag,ha vmurwndv obnt /k"bf tu
vcrh ivk rnt ?rag,hu ost vagh vn" :(:g vsb) wndv k"zu 'vmg vzk rnt
hnn ohnjr aech tkt 'ukhguv tku if uag vcrv k"t /vbuntc i,hu tahu 'vrujxc

/"hdx tk tv tkc tvs k"ne htn cvzv hku ;xfv hk rntba 'uka raugva

""gerec vhhbj ovk i,, tk - obj, tk - The Braisa (/f) says, the utk of obj, tk also prohibits a Yid from giving a hud a holding (vhhbj) in the gere
of h"t. The Mishnah (tf) brings a ,eukjn between rhtn wr and hxuh wr regarding what may be sold or rented to ohud and clarifies: even when it is
permitted to rent a premises to a hud, we may only rent to them a ,hc that is used for storage, but not a residential house for living purposes. This is
because we are concerned that the hud will bring in a z"g. This would cause the Yid to be rcug the utk of, "l,hc kt vcgu, thc, tku". But since it
was not prevalent to bring z"g into a storage house we weren’t rzud on them.  [;t v"s]wxu,  asks: what is the r,hv that we rely on vzv inzc to rent
homes to ohud for living purposes? wxu, brings ivf ohhj ubhcr who says the hnkaurh is ehhsn that where it is permitted to sell oh,c to ohhud, which is
.rtk .uj, it is r,un to also rent to them. We see clearly that it is r,un to rent a vrhs ,hc to a hud in .rtk .uj. He says the reason is, that only
homes we own in h"t are considered "l,hc", so one can be rcug, l,hc kt vcgu, thc, tku. But our homes in .rtk .uj are not considered "l,hc". 
    Tosfos says there are many ,uhae on this explanation. Firstly, even those that hold h"tc hudk ihbe iht, but in ihbe ah .rtk .uj. Accordingly, this
would result in a Yid being gurd to a hud because he isn’t vbue in .rtk .uj but a hud is and this is not rc,xn. Tosfos brings the h"r that also asks: By
the vzuzn cuhj it also says "l,hc", so one should not have to place a mezuzah on a .rtk .ujc ,hc? The h"r ultimately says the vhtr that ohhj wr
brings from hnkaurh is good, but the reason of the hnkaurh isn’t because of l,hc. Tosfos quotes ibjkt r"rv that explains: the issur of thc, tk is
referring only to a ktrah ka ,hc that the Yid lives in. Similar to vzuzn that is applicable only to the house of a Yid that he lives in (rsv ,cuj). So, a
rented apartment to a o"ufg is not included in the utk of l,hc kt thc, tk. The  [cf wx]a"tr  explains: t,hhrutsn the utk of thc, tk is only on a
ktrah bringing z"g into his house. The ibcr were rzud not to rent to a o"ufg because he might bring z"g into a Jewish owned home. Therefore, they
were only ie,n on a vrhs ,hc where they were dvub to bring in ,ughcec z"g. But in storehouses where it is not brought in ,ughcec, they were rh,n.
So too, vzv inzc, since ohud are not dvub to bring in z"g, only in times of a vkuj, it is r,un. 
     The a"tr gives another reason rh,vk: even though we hold thbe tk ,urhfa, but the okugv ,unut hold it is vbue and therefore it is similar to a
rfn. This is evident from their law that states, even if the landlords own house falls down and he needs a place for himself, he may not evict a
tenant mid-lease. So, we see that a rental is rfnk vnus, which is .rtk .ujc r,un. h"rat ,uvdv brings ejmh hcrc ohrpt ubhcr who says: If
so, this works in the reverse direction as well. If a Yid rents from a Goy and the Goy left his z"g in the apartment, since ,urhfa is rfnk vnus
and it’s considered the Yid’s house, the Yid must remove the z"g in order not to be oiver thc, tk. The h"rat ,uvdv says this is trhvb tk, but
since iutds vhnupn epb, it is rvzhk cuy.                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson zt”l would say:
    “wvzv ogv ,t hk vrtw - It is interesting to note that the people who Bilaam wanted to curse were those who were unprotected
by the clouds of glory (sucfv hbbg), as the Meforshim explain on the posuk, ‘He saw the furthermost part of the people.’ The
clouds of glory protected all the Jewish people except those impure or spiritually blemished. Nevertheless, Hashem’s great
love for the Jews, even these Jews, caused Him to reverse Bilaam’s intention and transform his prophecy into blessings.”

A Wise Man would say: “He who has health, has hope; and he who has hope, has everything.”     
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (38)
Cars and Automobiles (cont.): We have been discussing
halachos relevant to cars and traveling. Since the ohrmnv hnh are
approaching, it is very appropriate to mention certain halachos
relevant to this time-period that pertain to traveling.
The Three Weeks: Music. We do not listen to music during
this 3-week mourning period. A person is permitted to listen to
music when he has no intention to derive pleasure or joy from it.
Therefore, listening to music is permitted in the following cases: 

While in a waiting room where music can be heard. 
To help a person’s emotional health by relieving anxiety. 
To help one exercise when doing so for health purposes. 

     Regarding our topic we can add two more cases. 
To stay awake and alert while driving. 
To keep the children settled while driving. The adults should
not consciously intend to listen for enjoyment.

Safety. One must be extra careful to refrain from even slightly
dangerous activities during the entire three week period.

 

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

      

Therefore, one should be sure to drive in a way that is safe, as
well as drive at times that are safe to drive. Accordingly, the case
we mentioned previously about listening to music in order to stay
awake and alert while driving, is only for extra alertness.
However, if a person really requires music to stay alert, then it is
clear he should not be driving at all - all year-round - and
especially during the Three Weeks.
The Nine Days. The previous halachos are regarding the entire
period of the three weeks. There are some things to point out
regarding the final nine days, from Rosh Chodesh Av until after
Tisha B’Av. It is permitted to get a car wash during this period,
because the only issue mentioned in halacha that is assur, is
laundering clothing. However, to shampoo the carpet of a car is
considered similar to laundering and is thus forbidden.
Tisha B’Av. Due to the halachos of mourning, we do not sit on
proper chairs till Halachic midday - chatzos. However, if a
person needs to travel before chatzos, he may sit on the car seat,
since that is the only normal way to travel.

       



     Bilaam was tasked with cursing Klal Yisroel but instead, he heaped praise and blessing on them. Rashi explains: “There is
no calculation of the mitzvos which they can fulfill with dust, [for example] not to plow with an ox and donkey together, not to
plant with mixed seeds, etc.” The reason Bilaam highlighted these mitzvos is because when the Meraglim returned from their
expedition, they said  ogv zt hf xpt".rtc cauhv"  - “But the people that dwell in the land.” The Gemara (Shabbos 85a) explains
that when the Torah describes the people of Se’ir as ".rtv hcauh", it means that they understood agriculture very well thereby
making them successful farmers. Using this idea, the Shem M’Shmuel reveals the Meraglim’s message. Indeed, they said, the
land has beautiful fruit, but this is only because ".rtv hcauh", professional agronomists live there and cultivate the land.
    R’ Shlomo Gantzfried zt”l, in his Sefer Apiryon furthers this idea to our parsha. Balak claimed that Klal Yisroel are og"
"ohrmnn tmuh, uneducated and simple-minded. In his opinion they did not possess the expertise to successfully build and
establish Eretz Yisroel as a prosperous land. Bilaam retorted, “Do you think their success is grounded in their handiwork and
skill? Their success lies solely in the mitzvos they do! Their Parnassa comes because of the Avodas Hashem involved!” Bilaam
proved his point by stressing the amount of mitzvos involved while working the fields, the primary source of income at that time.
    A story is told of a chasid who did a wonderful favor for the holy Chozeh of Lublin zt”l. In a show of gratitude, the Chozeh
offered the man a blessing with a choice: Either to sit next to him eternally in Gan Eden, or to acquire immense wealth in this
world. The man chose the latter and the Chozeh happily blessed him. The Chassidim there wondered why the Rebbe had
agreed to the man’s seemingly short-sighted decision. He explained, “This man is righteous and I know he will use his money
to support those in need. In this way he will rightfully earn his place next to me in the World to Come!” 

     Balak, the King of Moav, hired Bilaam for an exorbitant fee to come and curse the Yidden. The posuk says he went "hpa",
stealthily. Rashi explains that he went “quietly.” The Tzror Hamor explains that Bilaam endeavored to approach the Jewish
Nation unobserved so that he’d be able to catch them off guard and thus be able to harm them. But he failed to realize, and I
quote: "iahh tku oubh tk ktrah rnua ovk aha gsuh vhv tk tuvu". Klal Yisroel at the same time, was oblivious to the dangers lurking
just around the corner. Yet, as the posuk in Tehillim says, "wv oht,p rnua". Hashem watches over the guileless.
    In fact, the Paneach Raza says that the word "hpa" is an acronym for  "wv oht,p rnua". Interestingly, the Tzror Hamor
himself says that the word "hpa" stands for  "ktrah vruzp va". Meaning, Bilaam wanted to create a surhp, a sense of discord, a
lack of unity, amongst the Yidden. He knew that if Klal Yisroel is not united, it’s the ideal time to strike. 
    How timely is this thought. The perils that the Goyim so quietly formulate to harm us; the underground tunnels, the
ambushes, the land mines, would cause indescribable damage, destruction, and pain, if not for our Divine Protector - the
paradigm "ktrah rnua". In Tehillim it says, "wv ,t ukkv ohud kf". Why are they praising Hashem? The answer is simple. Only our
enemies know their devious plans for us, and see our Heavenly “Iron Dome” protecting us from their nefarious tactics, of
which we are often blissfully oblivious. At the same time, we learn that we mustn’t be a vruzp va, a nation divided. Rather,
each of us should strive to strengthen ourselves in achdus. And there isn’t a more auspicious time to work on this then now, as
Shiva Assar B’Tammuz is the onset of the three weeks, known as ohrmnv ihc hnh. 
    May Hakadosh Boruch Hu continue showing us his constant and vigilant watch, protecting Acheinu Kol Bnei Yisroel.             

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 kfu lhrm kg lsh or,
 /// u,rfh lhcht(j-v vfhn)

,n, ktrah gcr ,t rpxnu cegh rpg vbn hn
 /// uvnf h,hrjt hv,u ohrah ,un hapb(h-df)

 vn rcsu h,trek wv vreh hkut vfktu
/// hpa lkhu lk h,sdvu hbtrh (d-df)

 /// vkusd ut vbye ,uagk hekt wv hp ,t rcgk kfut tk cvzu ;xf u,hc tkn ekc hk i,h ot(jh-cf)
     Balak, King of Moav, sends high-ranking officials to commission Bilaam to curse the Jewish people. Hashem appears
to Bilaam and tells him not to go. Bilaam’s response to Balak’s officials is: “If Balak would give me his household of
silver and gold, I could not transgress the word of Hashem.” Our Sages see in this response the corrupt nature of Bilaam’s
character. R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky zt”l (Emes L’Yaakov) makes a very interesting observation: “If Balak will give me a
house full of gold and silver, I won’t do it!” What about two houses? What about five houses? For one house? Nu! What is
one house full of gold and silver worth? For that price alone, Bilaam will not consider coming. By specifying that a single
house is the offer he refuses, he implies that if the price were right then maybe there would be what to discuss.
      The following story is told about the famous Baron Rothschild, who arrived in a small town early one morning and
asked when they daven the morning prayers. They told him at seven in the morning. He entered the synagogue and saw
that everyone was already present: the rabbi, the chazan, the dayan, the mispallelim, and yet they did not begin to pray.
     When he inquired about the delay, it was explained to him that the “Gvir” - the wealthiest man in town, had not yet
arrived, and it was expected that they wait for him each morning. Five minutes passed, then ten minutes, and everyone was
still waiting. Finally, at a quarter past seven, the Gvir arrived with sleepy eyes that he’d just woken up from, walks to his
place at the eastern wall, sits down next to the rabbi, and gives the signal that it is permissible to begin the prayers.
     Baron Rothschild was appalled at the audacity of that Gvir. The rabbi of the synagogue has to wait for him? The whole
congregation has to wait for him? What chutzpah! So he has some money - who does he think he is? 
    When it was time to read from the Torah, the baron asked for an aliyah. He was given one and afterward, they recited a
“Mi Shebeirach” for him. When the gabbai reached the part where people donate to the shul, Baron Rothschild said, “I
am donating the amount of all the wealth of the ‘Gvir’ who sits upfront.” People began to murmur since they did not know
that Baron Rothschild was the man standing one before them. The gabbai yelled, “Meshugener! This Gvir has a fortune!”     
     But the baron remained steadfast: “I am willing to donate the entire amount of the wealthy man’s estate.”
     One of the trustees came over and said, “Sir, please do not joke! If you want to donate to the synagogue, state an
amount! And if you don’t want to donate, no one is forcing you.” The baron answered, “I already said that I want to
donate! And I even stated the amount I want to donate! Tell me how much he is worth and that is what I will give.” 
     “But do you have that amount to donate?” the trustee asked. “Don’t worry,” he replied, “I have much more than that!”
     Only then did the trustee realize that Baron Rothschild was the man he was talking to. Well, he certainly can afford to
pay so he hurried over to the “Gvir” and asked him to specify the amount of his wealth, so that Baron Rothschild would
know how much to give. But the Gvir refused, claiming he did not wish to disclose his private matters in public. 
    Others tried to convince him. “This money which the baron will donate, will help all the needy in the community! If you
do not disclose the amount of the property you hold, the baron will leave the town, and we will have lost everything.” 
    The wealthy man remained firm in his refusal. “Impossible! I will not disclose my private matters in public.”
     The rabbi, dayan and the entire community went to the house of the Gvir and began to demonstrate, but Baron
Rothschild told them to stop. “There is no need for him to reveal! I can find this out by myself. I will pay an attorney and
an accountant, and they can review the relevant ledgers and accordingly, I will know his capital.”
     Well, the baron did as he said. His people checked, rechecked and searched again and again. In the end, it was
determined that the “Gvir” owned almost nothing! He used his reputation as a “wealthy man” to impose his will on the
community. “Wealth held for its owner to his detriment.” Koheles (5:12) (Rabbi Reuven Karlenstein zt”l – Yechi Reuven)                   
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 /// rcsk rnat u,t hpc wv ohah rat ,t tkv(ch-df)
llllyyyynnnn: When R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer zt”l arrived in
Yerushalayim, he visited R’ Zelig Reuven Bengis zt”l, the
Raavad of the Eidah Chareidis, and told over an incredible
story in front of all those present.
    “When I first came to yeshivah, I was overtaken by the
intensity of the learning. Seeing the other bochurim and their
abilities, I also applied myself to learning. Since I possessed
a very good head, I dedicated days and nights to the study of
Torah and indeed felt satisfaction in my learning. I felt my
life changing for the good. One day, though, I noticed that
everyone was dressed with such dignified attire, while all I
had was ragged, worn-out clothing. I was completely ‘out of
style.’ Humiliated and ashamed, I decided that I could not
return to the Beis Medrash. Sooner than later, I’d be the
talk-of-the-town. Instead of standing up to the challenge, I

 

  

decided to take the easy way out and just leave yeshivah.
    However, as I was making my way out, a boy approached
me and commented that the Rosh Yeshivah was very
impressed with my learning. ‘It’s not easy to impress the
Rosh Yeshivah,’ this boy said to me, ‘but after talking in
learning with you, the Rosh Yeshivah has even recommended
that other boys should come over and talk to you in learning.’
Hearing that changed my perspective. If the other boys
admired me, despite my shabby appearance, then I realized
that I had nothing to be ashamed about.”
     With tears rolling down his face, R’ Isser Zalman turned to
R’ Bengis and exclaimed, “You were the boy who delivered
those impactful words to me!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The power of words is very much the topic of Parshas
Balak. For better or worse, words are very powerful. They
can make or break an individual, an entire group of people or
even an entire community. How careful must we be... 

    Michah HaNavi describes the open miracles that Hashem
performed for Klal Yisroel and says that Hashem will use His
“Hand” to destroy the Jewish enemies: “Your hand shall
prevail over your foes, and all your enemies shall be cut
down!” Why does the Navi refer to Hashem’s “Hand” here
when throughout gantz Tanach it is more common for
Hashem to use His finger when exacting punishment?
   The Daas Zekeinim has a long discussion regarding each
of the “Fingers of Hashem” and what the Almighty used and
continues to use each finger for. However, Chazal
(Zevachim) quote the Pirkei D’Rabi Eliezer who describes
the five “Fingers” on Hashem’s right hand, as all involved in
the process of redemption and salvation.

    The smallest finger of Hashem was used for this purpose
when He described the construction of Noach’s Ark. The
second finger was used during Yetzias Mitzrayim when
Egyptian sorcerers described the plague of lice as the “finger
of Hashem.” The next finger was used to inscribe the luchos,
"oheukt gcmtc ohcu,f ,ujukvu". The fourth was used to show
Moshe Rabbeinu the new moon and the fifth finger was used
to show Moshe the Machatzis HaShekel.
   Thus, utilizing His fingers to exact judgment or the like
obviously has a tremendous force, but Hashem intends to use
His entire “Hand” when in the future He will wipe out the
descendants of Yishmael and Edom - finally putting an end to
our long exile, speedily and in our days.
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